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LEGAL NOTE: All climbing is very dangerous & always at your own risk. Nobody is forcing you to climb. You 

choose to climb, so choose to go home before the risks become too high. Remember even small injuries can 

take 6 weeks to heal. No responsibility for inaccurate or incomplete information will be accepted by the scribe or 

any other body. The landowners accept no liability at all. Climbers take full responsibility for themselves at all times. 

Fixed protection will become unreliable, loose rock is common, solid rock becomes loose & RD writers make up 

most of the information, with a beer, at the computer. This RD is only a guide & is no substitute for experience, 

training, common sense & a touch of caution. So you are on your ownétake care!  

 

NOTE FROM THE SCRIBE: It took consistent effort, time, work & organization to get this guide ready for your 

pleasure...for free! Thus please respect that all the information & photographs are strictly Copy Righted. You are 

more than welcome to print out, e-mail or link to a web page this guide in its unchanged format, with logos & all 

information intact.  

As this is a web based guide it can be considered a continual work in progress. It is easy to change. So please 

send missing details, corrections, additions & adjustments to info@easterncaperockclimbing.co.za . All information 

will be greatly appreciated. 

DIRECTIONS: From the N2 towards Cape Town, take the Van Stadens Pass off ramp, then turn R towards 

Rocklands/Uitenhage. After about 5km the road crosses a rail track. Soon after the rail track turn L sharply on to 

a wide dirt road. Drive past the Ladyôs Slipper & Falcon Rock. Continue along the dirt for about 2.5km. At the T 

junction turn R & then L. Continue to a gate that says No Entry. Park on the L about 100m before the wardenôs 

house. 
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ACCESS: This is Nelson Mandela Metro Municipality land. You are supposed to have a permit to enter. These 

are free, but must be obtained from the municipal offices during week days & office hourséthat is before you 

arrive to climb. Please be supper pleasant and polite to the warden. This is important. The water is intended 

for drinking in PE. DO NOT piss, wash or fish in the dam! All ablutions to be done on flat ground well away from the dam. 

Letôs behave & keep access open.  

 

ACCOMMODATION: Falcon Rock on the Ladyôs Slipper Road have camping & cottages. No camping is allowed 

in the gorge.  

GENERAL: Bring a costume in summer. Plenty of swimming spots & some sweet deep water bouldering. 

ROCK TYPE: Quartzite. Mostly steep to overhanging. 311 bolted pitches, 136 trad routes & 37 sport projects. 

The trad is on average very mediocre. 

TIME & WEATHER: Van Stadens crags are have different aspects, so there is all year round climbing. Cleopatra, 

Platform & The Beach can potential be climbed in wet miserable weather. Even in extremely pathetic weather Cleo has 

been climbable. Poop Scoop & Platform dry quickly & have limited seep. 

Sabaton, Easter Bunnieôs, Mantis & Raven Shadow are the only shaded 

crags. Van Stadens is a river with hundreds of swimming spots to cool off in. 

There is some fun deep water bouldering for those days when it is really too 

hot. The river comes up after very heavy rain. Study this guide & choose your 

crag for the day well. 

POTENTIAL: There is still a fair amount of potential for new routes. The writer 

is saving the knowledge of these for his own pleasure.  

HAZARDS: Area is totally safe, but watch out for: 

1. Bees, these are a serious hazard. There are swarms hiving at Kargen, The 

Beach. Take real care. There can be 10 000 bees in a hive, only 200 stings 

will kill the average man. Bees are especially active & agitated on hot still 

days. 

2. Snakes, lots of puffadders have been seen over the years. 

3. Leopards, Nobody has seen one, but they are there!  

4. Baboons, stay way & never try to chase them away or displace them. They 

are dangerous! 

5. Sun & dehydration: climb early & late during summer. Siesta in the pool! 

6. Donôt mess with the Water Affairs Warden or his people, they will chase 

you away. 

7. Donôt make fires! 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL: Van Stadens is unspoiled awesome wilderness. Donôt tell 

anybody, letôs keep it a secret. 

1. If you need to go to the toilet in the bush or at the crags, please bury your 

business well. Donôt burn the toilet paper as this may set the bush alight.  

2. Please set an example & carry out any litter you come across. It is honestly 

only us climbers who give a shit about the gorge. Letôs keep it beautiful. 

Smokers we know itôs not you guys throwing down stompies, obviously itôs the 

Î Good route at this crag.

ÎÎ Good route in the area.

ÎÎÎClassic route in this province.

No star Reasonable to bollocks. 

¸
Bolted sport route

¸
Project / In progress

T Trad route, natural gear

6B Number of bolts

C Chains or top anchors

Chains or top anchors

P Piton

RB Removable bolt

Afternoon Shade

Morning Shade

Shade all day

Sun all day

Dappled shade all day

Can be climbed in wet weather

STAR RATING SYSTEM

ABBREVIATIONS & SYMBOLS

L

14

14
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non-smokers who throw down other peopleôs stomies to show smokers as the bad guys. So please if you see a 

non-smoker throwing down a stompie please confront, kak them out & make sure they carry out your stompies. 

Stompies are gross & donôt belong in nature. 

HISTORY: There are a few Koisan/Bushman paintings in the climbing areas. Nothing spectacular, but please 

donôt touch, wet, damage or bolt close to them if you do manage to find them. Not much is known about who first 

climbed in Van Stadens. Probably the first climbing was at Woodridge. School Rocks has seen continuous 

action, mostly on top rope, through all the years from about 1965. Access to develop new lines at Woodridge was 

given in 2015. This quickly led to the sweetest beginners sport crag in Port Elizabeth area. In 1982 Andrew 

Forsyth top roped some routes at what is now Easter Bunnies Secret Hideout & later top anchors were added. 

Michael Rohwer, Bradly Twig, Andrew Wesson, Craig Reynolds, Donald White & Richard van der Merwe were 

responsible for the initial lines at Cleopatra & The Beach in the ó80s. Old top anchors were found at Poop Scoop, 

Platform & a very rusted piton at Eland Spoor. These crags were then lost & forgotten. The Beach was re-

discovered by Morne van der Mescht, who together with Derek Marshall started re-bolting & bolting new lines in 

2003. The Beach was basically the only crag that saw any climbing between 2003 & 2006. This stopped in 2006 

when the sandy base was washed away by a flood. Franco Jacobs & Ben Arnold put down a few sport lines at 

Trek Africa & Apple Express in the early 2000s. The 2009 Rock ón Road inspired the bolting of the rest of 

Cleopatra & then the current wave of sport climbing in van Stadens. Vast majority of the bolts at van Stadens 

were sponsored by Derek Marshall who also bolted majority of the routes.  
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Poop Scoop 

 

Park at the normal car park, walk towards the gorge. Take the track that forks R at the garage. Follow this to an 

electrical sub-station. Find the path 

that drops down the gully 40m after 

the pylon. Scramble down & around 

the corner for about 70m to Poop 

Scoop.  

  

 ̧1. Fire at Will ï 17  

12m Juan-dray & Derek Marshall 

2010 (4B&C) 

 ̧2. Over the Seven Seas - 19  

Derek & Juan-dray Marshall 

04.08.2012 (5B&C) 

 ̧3. Seventh Son Of a Seventh 

Son ï 20 Î               

12m Derek Marshall & Morne van 

der Mescht 2010 (5B&C) 

 ̧4. Palace of Fantasy ï 21 ÎÎ                                              

12m Derek Marshall & Morne van 

der Mescht 2010 (5B&C) 

 ̧5. Open Project ï 32-ish   Bolted Joe Mohle (4B&C) 

 ̧6. Avenge ï 21     12m Derek Marshall & Morne van der Mescht 2010 (4B&C) 

 ̧7. King of Paradise ï 21   Derek & Juan-dray Marshall 29.09.2012 (4B&C) 

 ̧8. What If I ï 21Î    18m Derek Marshall & Morne van der Mescht 2010 (8B&C) 

 ̧9. Open Project ï 30-ish   Bolted by Derek Marshall (7B&C) 

 ̧10. Burning Sky ï 21 Î    Derek & Juan-dray Marshall 05.02.2012 (9B&C) 

 ̧11. The Fire Burns Forever ï 22   Derek & Juan-dray Marshall 26.05.2013 (7B&C) 

 ̧12. Smile of the Sun ï 19 ÎÎ   Derek & Juan-dray Marshall 05.02.2012 (6B&C) 

 ̧13. Let the Hammer Fall ï 18   Derek & Juan-dray Marshall 05.02.2012 (4B&C) 

 ̧14. Koevoet ï 19 Î    Derek & Juan-dray Marshall 04.08.2012 (5B&C) 

15. Au-BH!! ï 21      Dricus Bezuidenhout & Derek Marshall 06.07.2014 (T) 

Up to the Koevoet, break through onto ledge. Up to L of arête.  

 ̧16. Victory & Sacrifice ï 23 Î    Juan-dray & Derek Marshall 05.02.2012 (5B&C) 

 ̧17. Touch & Go, Oh, Oh, Oh! ï 23 Î  Derek Marshall & Dricus Bezuidenhout 16.02.2013 (6B&C) 

 ̧18. Creatures of the Underworld ï 21 ÎÎ Derek & Juan-dray Marshall 04.08.2012 (6B&C) 

 ̧19. The Ultimate Sin ï 24   Juan-dray & Derek Marshall 26.05.2013 (5B&C)  

Bolted by Derek Marshall. 

 ̧20. People of the Eland ï 20 Î   Derek & Juan-dray Marshall 04.08.2012 (5B&C) 

 ̧21. Metal Minds ï 18    Derek Marshall & Dricus Bezuidenhout 23.02.2013 (5B&C) 

 ̧22. Gevegsgereed ï 18    Derek Marshall & Dricus Bezuidenhout 23.02.2013 (6B&C) 

23. Protean ï 18      Derek Marshall & Dricus Bezuidenhout 30.04.2014 (T) 

Up open book, through ledges & through the roof to L of chains of Gevegsgereed. Belay from ledge above chains of 

Gevegsgereed. 

24. The Toyota Way - 20     Derek Marshall & Dricus Bezuidenhout 30.04.2014 (T) 
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Start a few meters L of Gevegsgereed in an off width open book. Into the slightly overhanging R facing open 

book at the top. Top out about 2m L of chains of Gevegsgereed. 

 25. Desired by the Night ï 17    Derek Marshall & Dricus Bezuidenhout 30.04.2014 (T) 

Broken ledges into crack system, onto a further ledge. Through the roof above.  

26. Battle Field Shining Red ï 18   12m Derek Marshall & Dricus Bezuidenhout 22.06.2013 (T) 

Up onto sloping ledge. Move L to a heuco cubby hole, up on jugs. Gear is surprisingly good. 

27. Dragon is Bleeding ï 18   12m Derek Marshall & Dricus Bezuidenhout 22.06.2013 (T) 

Obvious geared break, directly below a good abseil tree. 

28. Living in the Shadows ï 18   12m Derek Marshall & Dricus Bezuidenhout 22.06.2013 (T) 

Up to L of tree, continue up break past seemingly loose blocks. Move R to belay from good tree. 

29. Will You See the Light ï 18   15m Derek Marshall & Dricus Bezuidenhout 22.06.2013 (T) 

Up obvious break with defined gear hand crack above the middle of the route. Up face, then scramble to a tree. 

 

The following routes are on the lower level. 

 

30. Moenie Vok ón Skaap Nie ï 13   Terence Trevaskis & Derek Marshall 17.08.2013 (T) 

Easy ramp just L of the tea spot. 

31. Under Scrutiny ï 13    Terence Trevaskis & Derek Marshall 07.07.2013 (T) 

Non-descript line up rock. 

32. A Fool & His Hummer Soon Parted ï 18  Derek Marshall & Dricus Bezuidenhout 22.06.2013 (T) 

P1 ï 18 - 22m Start below a shallow L facing open book. Directly up, over the path & through an inviting overhang to a 

belay point. 

P2 ï 18 - 15m Up jagged overhanging break on RH side. Up moving L to belay on large terrace.  

P3 ï 18 - 9m Up break on RH side, into crack rail above the block. 

33. Eternal Dark ï 17    Derek Marshall & Terence Trevaskis 07.07.2013 (T) 
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Start 4m R of A Fool & His Hummer Soon Parted. Up on sweet rails, directly up to belay on the path. 

34. Will you Run to the Paradise ï 19  Derek Marshall & Terence Trevaskis 07.07.2013 (T)  

Jutting out stepped tiny open book, move up to the ramp & force through an awkward roof mantle. 

35. Steek Plaas ï 18    Derek Marshall & Terence Trevaskis 17.08.2013 (T) 

Twin L trending diagonals over ledges, move R on steep face. Above rail 2m R to break in roof. 

36. Fidelity Enforcement ï 18   Derek Marshall & Dricus Bezuidenhout 17.08.2013 (T) 

Start 4m R of Steek Plaas, up direct start on rails, over broken ramp to cracked break at the top. 

37. Are You on Boom ï 18    Terence Trevaskis & Derek Marshall 17.08.2013 (T) 

R facing jagged open book. Up jagged steps to a jutting break. Directly up from this. 

 

The next routes are on the lowest level. 

 

38. Heart for the Revolution ï 18   Derek Marshall & Terence Trevaskis 17.08.2013 (T) 

LH L trending juggy break. Short, but cool line. 

 ̧39. The Bell Tolls For Terence ï 19  Derek Marshall & Terence Trevaskis 17.08.2013 (4B&C) 

40. Rescue Knobs ï 14     15m Derek Marshall & Dricus Bezuidenhout 07.06.2013 (T) 

Up crack in ramp arête. Over the top. 

 ̧41. Rainbow Flavored Puppy Kisses ï 18 Î Megan Banner & Manu Nicklaus 28.10.2012 (5B&C) 

 ̧42. Mobilitate Vincere ï 23Î   Derek Marshall & Dricus Bezuidenhout 26.10.2014 (5B&C) 

 ̧43. Escalation of Expectation ï 23 ÎÎ  Derek Marshall & Dricus Bezuidenhout 26.10.2014 (5B&C) 

 ̧44. At The End of the Rainbow ï 20  Derek Marshall & Dricus Bezuidenhout 28.10.2012 (5B&C) 
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Foolôs Castle 

  

Park at the normal car park, walk towards the gorge. Take the track that forks R at the garage. Follow this to an 

electrical pylon. Find the path that goes up the spur. About 80m up the spur there is a slight shoulder that indicates a 

ravine. Down this to Foolôs Castle. It is not a very good area, but has some easy trad.  

 

1. Foolôs Castle ï 14 Î            

23m Derek Marshall & Craig Bester 14.10.2006 (T) 

This is a sort of a free stander the on the gorge side of the ravine. Up the jagged sharp arête to 

a recliner shaped top. 

 

The following are on the ramp face on the PE side of the ravine. 

 

2. Ship of Fools ï 12     

23m Craig Bester & Derek Marshall 14.10.2006 (T) 

Smooth slab with tiger stripes to twin parallel R trending cracks, 4m R of R facing open book. 

3. King of the Fools ï 16     

26m Derek Marshall & Craig Bester 14.10.2006 (T) 

3m L of arête, up the middle using rails. 

4. Foolôs Paradise ï 18    28m Derek Marshall & Craig Bester 14.10.2006 (T) 

Start in L facing open book, onto small ledge, up crack that starts R of small roof. 

5. Foolôs Gold ï 13    28m Craig Bester & Derek Marshall 14.10.2006 (T) 

Start in L facing L curving off width open book. Up broken open book to the top. 

6. Free Fool ï 12     18m Craig Bester & Derek Marshall 14.10.2006 (T) 

Up rails 4m L of Foolôs Gold, up RH side of square-ish block, to the top. 

7. Dr Feel Good ï 16    18m Derek Marshall & Craig Bester 14.10.2006 (T) 

5.5m L of Foolôs Gold, up through RH side, moving L of block at the top. 
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Prophetôs Cave 

 

Park & walk-in as for Poop Scoop. Continue along the ledge & keep traversing till you reach Prophetôs. There are 

also various boulder problems at Prophetôs Cave.  

 

1. Stinky Steering Wheel ï 14   

18m Derek & Caroline Marshall 

04.10.2014 (T)  

30m before Prophetôs Cave. Easy, 

broken, longest & most prominent line 

up this small face. 

2. So Hungry & So Lean ï 19   

Derek Marshall & Terence Trevaskis 

19.03.2016 (T) 

Scramble up to the start, about 12m 

above the level of Prophetôs Cave. Up 

on sloping ledges, directly below the 

impressive roof with the R facing open 

book on the LH side. At the roof rail R 

& into a R facing open book. Up this 

open book, then back L onto & around 

the arête onto the face. Up to large 

belay ledge. 

3. Big Al ï 16     

35m Allen Luck & Super Adventure Club 05.08.2007 (T) 

Up easy scramble onto ledge. Up to R of open book. 

4. Super Adventure Club ï 15    35m Allen Luck & Super Adventure Club 05.08.2007 (T)  

Start at the base of L trending L facing open book. Up steps to L trending diagonal. Up to the top. 

5. Trance Prophet ï 16     34m Derek Marshall & Deon Mostert 05.08.2007 (T) 

Up L facing L trending open book. Break out & straight up to nose. Move L & up small face. 

6. Prophet of Profit ï 17    Derek Marshall & Deon Mostert 05.08.2007 (T) 

P1 ï 17 - 27m Start over the lowest point of the cave. Up to a L curving open book roof. Move L & using the arête, up to 

ledge. 

P2 ï 13 - 12m Up sweet face to the top. 

 ̧7. Closed Project ï 31-ish   Bolted by Juan-Dray Marshall (17B&C) 

 

The following routes are above the gully to the L of Prophetôs Cave  

 

8. Gardian Angel ï 16     Terence Trevaskis & Tyson Baars 19.03.2016 (T) 

To R of cave that caps the gully to the L of Prophetôs Cave, start up to R of cave. Move R onto easier ground, then move 

back L to avoid roves.  

9. I Had a Dream - 17     Derek Marshall & Tyson Baars 19.03.2016 (T) 

To R of cave that caps the gully to the L of Prophetôs Cave, start up to R of cave. Move up & L onto nice clean rock, then 

back R to go through the roves. 

 

The following routes are on the buttress to the L of Prophetôs Cave. 
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10. Never Run Free ï 16    Derek Marshall, Craig Bester & Tyson Baars 19.03.2016 

(T) 

On the RH side of the buttress, up over clean ramps to ledge. Rail L on ledge to arête & up onto top. 

11. Judge & the Jury ï 18   Derek & Caroline Marshall 04.10.2014 (T) 

Start R. Up on good face, directly up. Move onto face on the R of the tree, to a large horn. Past the horn & a bollard, belay 

from a further bollard. 

12. Killer Sessions ï 17     Derek & Caroline Marshall 04.10.2014 (T) 

On the face on the end of the buttress. Start at the LH & lowest point for the face. Up on good face, trend R & up to a 

large tree. Move onto face on the R of the tree, to a large horn. Past the horn & a bollard, belay from a further bollard. 

13. Renegade ï 15     Derek & Caroline Marshall 04.10.2014 (T) 

The route is roughly in the middle of the up-stream face. Up a R facing open book, past a wattle on a ledge. Abseil from 

the top from tat on a bollard.  
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Shelter 
 

Park at the normal car park, walk towards the gorge. Take the track that forks R at the garage. Follow this to an 

electrical pylon. Find the path that goes up the spur. Shelter is clearly visible. 

 

 ̧1. Kellogg's Flakes - 28    Erbert Nel & Alex Bester Dec 2016 (5B&C)  

Bolted by Stephan Kramer. 

 ̧2. 1000km in the Wrong Direction ï 25  Alex Bester & Erbert Nel Dec 2016 (6B&C)  

Bolted by Stephan Kramer. 

3. Traits of a Misled Youth ï 27    Joe Mohle & Clinton Martingo 2009 (T)  

Prominent crack through roof. 

4. Maak ón Beweeging ï 27 Î   Juan-dray & Derek Marshall 06.02.2011 (T) 

Start 2m L of prominent diagonal L trending crack. Rail out on flake. Up into L trending thin crack onto face above. Straight 

up to the top. 

5. Op Staan ï 27 Î    Juan-dray & Derek Marshall 06.02.2011 (T) 

2m L of Maak ón Beweeging, rail out under roof, slightly l into inverted óVô, straight up. 

 

The following are on a crag that is set back a few meters behind The Shelter. 

6. The Blackened Sun ï 17 Î   28m Derek Marshall & Craig Bester 25.03.2007 (T) 

Up big open book, step R on ledge. Up small face on rails. Exit roof through óVô notch. 

7. Dimensions ï 17 Î    28m Derek Marshall & Craig Bester 25.03.2007 (T) 

Up prominent break, moving L on ledge to exit. 

8. Light up the Sky ï 22 ÎÎ   28m Derek Marshall & Craig Bester 25.03.2007 (T) 

Up steps to under a large roof. Move L onto jagged arête. Up onto ledge to the R. Up L trending overhanging open book. 

Move round the corner onto the easy ramp to the top. 
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http://www.8a.nu/scorecard/Search.aspx?SearchType=ASCENTS&CragName=The+Shelter&AscentName=Maak+n+Meweeging&AscentType=0
http://www.8a.nu/scorecard/Search.aspx?SearchType=ASCENTS&CragName=The+Shelter&AscentName=Maak+n+Meweeging&AscentType=0

