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LEGAL NOTE: All climbing is very dangerous & always at your own risk. Nobody is forcing you to climb. You choose to 

climb, so choose to go home before the risks become too high. Remember even small injuries can take 6 weeks to heal. 

No responsibility for inaccurate or incomplete information will be accepted by the scribe or any other body. The 

landowners accept no liability at all. Climbers take full responsibility for themselves at all times. Fixed protection will 

become unreliable, loose rock is common, solid rock becomes loose & RD writers make up most of the information, with a beer, at the 

computer. This RD is only a guide & is no substitute for experience, training, common sense & a touch of caution. So you are on your 

ownétake care!  

30 Coombs Gorge 37 EL urban crags & bouldersToorberg Swartberg

1 Lady's Slipper Amatolas 38 Yellowsands & Inkwenkwezi44 Graff-Reinet 49 Towerkop

2 Van Stadens 31 Fort Fordyce 39 Lalapanzi 45 Compassberg 50 Oudtshoorn

3 PE urban crags & boulders32 Hogsback 40 Morgan Bay Transkei 51 Gamkaskloof Bouldering

4 Sleepy Hollow 33 Stutterheim 41 Bola 46 Hole in the Wall

5 Elands River Langkloof Winterberg 47 Hill of Execution

6 Kirkwood 19 Nguniland 42 Mary & Martha 48 Port St Johns

7 Cape St Francis 20 Kouga Wildernes 43 Hangklip

Groot Winterhoek 21 Uniondale Pass

8 Tygerhoek Garden Route

9 Naga's Kloof 22 Titzikama

10 Eagle Gorge 23 Groot Rivier

11 Momentum Gorge 24 Plett Crags

12 Pinnacle Gorge East London 

13 Cockscomb 34 NSA

14 Grootbos & Kleinbos 35 Windmill Hole

15 Nivera 36 Buffalo River

Baviaans

16 Grips

17 Kudu Kaya

18 Waterkloof

Grahamstown

25 Alicedale

26 Howieson's Poort

27 Moodies

28 Bouldering

29 Thornkloof

Port Elizabeth
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More route guides can be found on 

www.easterncaperockclimbing.co.za
 

NOTE FROM THE SCRIBE: It took consistent effort, time, work & organization to get this guide ready for your pleasure...for free! Thus 

please respect that all the information & photographs are strictly Copy Righted. You are more than welcome to print out, e-mail or link 

to a web page this guide in its unchanged format, with logos & all information intact.  

This is a web based guide it can be considered a work in progress. It is easy to change. So please send missing details, corrections, 

additions & adjustments to info@easterncaperockclimbing.co.za . All information will be greatly appreciated. 
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Access: Vermaakskloof is private land. Access is sensitive. Please contact info@easterncaperockclimbing.co.za for 

details of the person who can help with access. For now, there is only one access channel. 

 

General: Vermaakskloof is a country trad venue. There is veg, fungus & loose rock. There are 30 trad toutes & quite a 

lot of potential for new trad routes. 

 

Rock Type: Sandstone / quartzite ribs, slabs & pinnacles.  

 

Walk-ins: Super short & easy. 

 

History: As far as we know the first climbers in Vermaakskloof was a party from the South Cape Section of the MCSA. Greg Devine & 

Bill Uren opened the first routes in 2013. Greg shared knowledge of the pinnacles with the pigs from PE. 

 

Warnings & Hazards:  

1. Loose rock, this is honestly helmet country.  

2. Too many beers in the campsite. 

3. Cheap cooler boxes, warm beers in the campsite.  
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Gateway Crag 

 

This is on the LHS as you drive into the gate. Super close to the road. Routes are around 15 ï 20m. 

 

S ï Silkiness ï 13      Ruben Snyman & Tyson Baars 09/06/2018 (T)  

Up slab to rail cracks. Step R over protrusion & further R into open book. 

RIU ï Ramp It Up ï 16      Tyson Baars & Ruben Snyman 09/06/2018 (T) 

Up R facing ramp open book. 

T ï Triangulation ï 20 ÎÎ     Tyson Baars & Ruben Snyman 09/06/2018 (T) 

Up into triangular cave, up & R of triangular protrusion. Then move R into RH crack. 

YK ï Your Kingdom ï 15      Ruben Snyman & Tyson Baars 09/06/2018 (T) 

R facing open book on the R. 
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Roadside Attraction 

 

PC ï Pinko Crack ï 13     Greg Devine & Charl Du Plooy 09/06/2018 (T) 

 Up steps & over ledges to a nice L curving crack. 

SC ï Simonôs Crack ï 17     Simon Shaw & Danor Groenewald 09/06/2018 (T) 

 Up steps to prominent twin crack. Continue up steps. 

OO ï Opus One ï 13    Greg Devine & Charl Du Plooy 09/06/2018 (T) 

 Up steps to stepped open book. 

SITT ï Sting In The Tail ï 16    Greg Devine & Bill Uren 2013 (T) 

 Up steps to stepped open book. 

S - Srebrenitsa ï 17 ÎÎ     Derek Marshall & Terence Trevaskis 09/06/2018 (T) 

 Perfect prominent crack. 
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Pinnacle Sector 

 

F - Freddie - 17 Î     Derek Marshall & Terence Trevaskis 09/06/2018 (T) 

P1 ï 14 - 24m Up Easy broken arête to a ledge below a prominent open book. 

P2 ï 17 ï 49m Up the open book, then up steps trending R to the summit. Exit summit by down climbing to the saddle. 

C - Chucky ï 17      29m Terence Trevaskis & Derek Marshall 09/06/2018 (T) 

From the saddle between the two summits, up open book & steps to the summit. 

K - Khuai ï 16      Derek Marshall & Tyson Baars 19/05/2018 (T) 

P1 ï 16 ï 45m Up prominent wide open book. Over steps. 

P2 ï 14 Bamba up to find an abseil tree. Danor Groenewald & Simon Shaw opened this pitch. 

A - Attaqua ï 16 ÎÎ     Derek Marshall & Tyson Baars 19/05/2018 (T) 

P1 ï 16 - 23m Up indistinct open book on arête. Belay from a ledge behind a tree. 

P2 ï 16 ï 27m Up off-width open book, into chimney to the top of the pile. Step L into R facing open book, up to the top. 

G - Gouriqua ï 17 Î     26m Derek Marshall & Ruben Snyman 19/05/2018 (T&C) 

Scramble up to L facing open book. Up the open book, at the roof step out L onto slab. Directly up the slab. 
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Devination  

 

This is high above the campsite & a bit of a steep walk-in. 

 

GS ï Geriatric Staircase - 12     Greg Devine & Charl Du Plooy 10/06/2018 (T) 

Up very prominent open book. 

FS ï Farmerôs Smokestack - 14     Greg Devine & Charl Du Plooy 10/06/2018 (T) 

Up chimney.  
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Campsite Buttress 

 

B ï Baked - 17 Î     35m Terence Trevaskis & Ruben Snyman 19/05/2018 (T) 

Up R facing open book behind huge orange block. Step R onto stepped wide rib. 

 

FE ï Faith Established ï 14     Ruben Snyman & Terence Trevaskis 19/05/2018 (T) 

Up break L of huge orange block. Up to trees on ledge. 

T ï Terrified ï 18      Terence Trevaskis & Ruben Snyman 19/05/2018 (T) 

Up L curving crack, step R under roof to trees on ledge. 

DOG ï Dependent On God ï 16     Ruben Snyman & Terence Trevaskis 19/05/2018 (T) 

Start on slab, move R onto arête. Up then move R into open book. Near the top, move L then bamba to the tree. 

CC ï Commie Crack ï 14 Î      Greg Devine & Bill Uren 2013 (T) 

P1 ï 14 Up wide open book onto ledge. Continue up prominent L trending diagonal crack to large ledge. 

P2 ï 13 Up obvious break in middle of ramp. 

DD - Dassie Diversion - 14     Greg Devine & Charl Du Plooy 19/05/2018 (T) 

Up slab arete to block. Traverse L & then up open book break to a ledge. Step L then up chimney open book with a crack to 

the L. 

S - Sarajevo ï 17 Î      42m Derek Marshall & Ruben Snyman 20/05/2018 (T) 

 Up ramp & kak scramble to cubbyhole below prominent off-width. Up off-width, step L into open book hand crack. 

DW ï Dream World ï 16      38m Derek Marshall & Ruben Snyman 20/05/2018 (T) 

 Up off-width for about 5m, then across a ledge to off-width. Up off-width, move R to belay & abseil in gully. 

FF ï Funny Farm ï 14      Greg Devine & Charl Du Plooy 19/05/2018 (T) 

Start 4m L of R leaning crack. Up over blocks & ledges. Up L facing short open book to a ledge, step R to a crack & up the 

stepped arête. 
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CITS ï Cracks In The System - 14    45m Charl Du Plooy & Greg Devine 19/05/2018 (T) 

Up R leaning crack. Up over blocks & ledges stepping L. Up left facing open books to a thin crack. At the bush 

move L to the arête. 

DJ - Divine Judgement - 14     Greg Devine & Bill Uren 2013 (T) 

Starting on the northern side of the rib, gain the ledge. Up a L facing open book then up the prominent lightning crack that 

splits the rib at the top. 
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Milk Tooth 

 

MT ï Milk Tooth ï 16      Tyson Baars & Ruben Snyman 09/06/2018 (T) 

Up the chimney behind the tooth to gain the summit. 
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